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Tahrir 2071: The Good, the Bad & the Politician
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ABOUT SANAD

Established in 2010, SANAD (“support”

in Arabic) is the development and post-
production fund of the Abu Dhabi Film
Festival (ADFF). It provides talented
filmmakers from the Arab world with
meaningful support from within the region
toward the development or completion of
their narrative and documentary feature-
length films.

SANAD seeks out bold and remarkable
projects from both new and established
filmmakers with the aim of encouraging
intercultural dialogue and artistic innovation
while building stronger networks within the
region’s film industry. It also offers year-
round support and publicity for selected
projects to help connect filmmakers to
potential partners, funding opportunities
and audiences.

With USD 500,000 at its disposal annually,
SANAD awards grants up to USD 20,000
for development projects and as much as
USD 60,000 for films in post-production.

o Apply

Application deadlines occur twice
annually in February and July. In order to
be eligible, the film’s director or producer
must be a national of one of the following
countries, and a production company

from at least one of these countries must
be attached to the project:

Algeria, Bahrain, Comoros Islands,
Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco,
Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United
Arab Emirates, Yemen

KI' N\

For more information, visit

)

www.adff.ae/sanadfund

N\

SANADLAB

Occurring during ADFF each year,
SANADLab provides support for new
talent by organizing screenwriting and
pitch workshops, panel discussions and
one-to-one meetings with industry experts
and mentors. SANADLab is open to all the
SANAD fund grantees.

SANAD AT ADFF 201

The Abu Dhabi Film Festival is committed to
showing projects that have been supported
by SANAD each October. This year’s official
selections include:

Death for Sale (dir. Faouzi Bensaidi)

El Gusto (dir. Safinez Bousbia)

In My Mother’s Arms (dir. Atia Al Daradji.
Mohamed Al Daradj)

On the Plank (dir. Leila Kilani)

Tahrir 2011: The Good, the Bad & the
Politician (dir. Ayten Amin, Tamer Ezzat,
Amr Salama)
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WHEN | SAW YOU

PALESTINE, JORDAN

DIRECTOR: Annemarie Jacir

PRODUCER: Ossama Bawardi
PRODUCTION COMPANY: Philistine Films
CONTACT: Ossama Bawardi
lamma.shoftak@gmail.com

SYNOPSIS

It’s the '60s, and the world is alive. Young
people everywhere are speaking their
minds. Across Africa, Latin America and the
Middle East, the fight against colonialism
gains momentum. Caught up by the times,
an eccentric and unbounded boy, who lives
with his protective mother in a large camp
of fellow Palestinian refugees in Jordan,
runs away from the camp, knowing his
young mother will follow in this search for
freedom. This is their journey, full of humor,
love and adventure.

BIOGRAPHY

Annemarie Jacir has written,
directed and produced a number
of award-winning films. She

was named one of Filmmaker
magazine’s “25 New Faces of
Independent Cinema.” Her first
feature film, Sal/t of this Sea, premiered

at the Festival de Cannes and went on to
win awards in Milan, Dubai, San Sebastian
and Chicago. Her short film Like Twenty
Impossibles (2003) played at Cannes and
won more than 15 awards at international
festivals. She received her MFA in film from
Columbia University in New York.
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AFTER THE LAST GOAL

PALESTINE, UNITED KINGDOM,
LEBANON

DIRECTOR: Mahdi Fleifel

PRODUCER: Patrick Campbell
PRODUCTION COMPANY: Nakba Filmworks
CONTACT: Mahdi Fleifel
fleifel.m@gmail.com

SYNOPSIS

Millions of people from every country join
in the excitement of the FIFA World Cup.
This is no different for Palestinians. In fact,
it is precisely because they are a people
without a country that the allegiances
and aspirations brought on by the
championship are so appealing. This story
is about Palestinians in exhile - and the joy,
the sadness and ultimately the irony of a
stateless nation having no choice but to
support teams that are not their own.

BIOGRAPHY

Mahdi Fleifel studied film at the
University of Wales. His first short
film, Shadi in the Beautiful Well, set
in the Palestinian refugee camp

in Lebanon where he spent his
childhood years, won numerous
international prizes. In 2009, he graduated
from the National Film School, where he
wrote, directed and acted in comedies,
most notably Arafat & /, which screened at
more than 20 international festivals and won
awards in ltaly, the United States, Romania
and the Czech Republic.
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AS IF WE WERE
CATCHING A COBRA

SYRIA, FRANCE

DIRECTOR: Hala Alabdalla

PRODUCERS: Bernard Bloch, Frédéric
Féraud

PRODUCTION COMPANIES: L’Oeil Sauvage,
Ramad Film

CONTACT: Frédéric Féraud
contact@oeilsauvage.com

SYNOPSIS

In newspapers around the world, comic
strips may cause laughter or inspire
thoughts. They may also lead to court
cases or even death, making them an
excellent gauge of a nation’s freedom of
expression. Through the works of artists
in Egypt, Algeria, Syria and Palestine, this
documentary offers an extraordinary look
at the evolution of freedom of expression
in the Arab world, revealing the hidden
side of cartoons in times of unprecedented
upheaval.

BIOGRAPHY

. Hala Alabdalla was born in 1956 in
‘ Hama, Syria. Her films include Le

Dessin de tous les matins (2009),
Quand jai recu ma premiére gifle
(2009), Hey! Don’t Forget the
Cumin (2008), | Am the One Who
Brings Flowers to Her Grave (2006) and On
the Sand, Under the Sun (co-director, 1998).
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EL GUSTO

ALGERIA, IRELAND, FRANCE

DIRECTOR: Safinez Bousbia
PRODUCER: Safinez Bousbia
PRODUCTION COMPANY: Quidam
Productions

CONTACT: Safinez Bousbia
manager@quidam.ie

SYNOPSIS

Fifty years after its members were
separated by history and the Algerian Civil
War, an orchestra of Jewish and Muslim
musicians reunites for an exceptional
concert. Together, they share once again
their undying passion: Chaabi music, the
soul of the Algerian Casbah. E/ Gusto is the
story of independent thinkers who prove
that the universality of music transcends
differences, and a reminder to younger
generations that cultural and religious

suiilig DOCUMENTARY

coexistence was a reality not long ago.

BIOGRAPHY

Safinez Bousbia was educated in
Switzerland, the UK and the UAE.
She entered the world of film in
2003 after several years of working
as an architect. In 2004, she created
Quidam Productions, a Dublin-
based production company dedicated to
finding untold stories and bringing them to
the screen. Along with £/ Gusto, her films
include the documentary X-KIDS (2004).
She is currently in preparation for her next
feature film.



Y POST-PRODUCTION PROJECTS
7 axleidl glidyl Jalso gylino

swilig DOCUMENTARY

JLoJlg haill ge crayll
00

W yhgd wudie gl
J@Vl 1w o JIlg redidodl
Jodus g Jaio g LYl aS i
Ja¥l 20w o Jilg :Jlalild
wael@middlewestfilms.com

rodusll ge 6a4i

aaJlodl alilell alysl go dcgono il
ool guableio g guuuloglalig
Ulgie Jony (s9loduw Eg ol Gin W 2.0’
ron) Ly ol 63U wal Loaie “JloJig ha il
Yawoly yuguilg seay aclo (5agglga
3gn 6ol YLD .o 5ul U5 1uaed (Ul Akl sl
298 Y (Ujio r0ud 2500 11e yg Dy i

9 ay dalbyl 10) aSlo daleiwl Jglay 25U
S G2l (Ul Jgad din .5 1 e Vo)
Jgioll ol Lole ¢uiuw 20y . pladl ros jun oy
Wb dulodpuul wlihJl go degono (e
odoA

eraoll e 6245

SUS £3A0 aga yygd s
Gilg| 2019 .638l8)l (39 Wity (50U
Wygols deola (59 Luwla Bluwo
o ylaly 6ae gy J615 . uudail gug)
Galdl sJl gusdoil gwg) sJlgad
9 ailoduuw gLl 6ac (6 ¢Jjllug
lgladoc glial (8g dlis (519 &l 1997
LIS 1 (599 . «lodl Jgbu Wgung Lalb Jgll
walgl 65l jlo 54l «d)guilnlh (583lgll ¢ yalg
din) 6}5laug «Jlasions o lusgiih (59 el
a,65UgJl oVl (5glall Yoo (58 oD aill
.04mleJu

IN SEARCH OF OIL
AND SAND

EGYPT

DIRECTOR: Philippe Laurent Dib
PRODUCER: Wael Omar Sayed El Ahl
PRODUCTION COMPANY: Middle West
Films

CONTACT: Wael Omar Sayed EI Ahl
wael@middlewestfilms.com

SYNOPSIS

The group of royals, diplomats and
aristocrats at the top of Egyptian high
society was about to embark on a cinematic
project called Oil and Sand when emerging
Hollywood star Frances Ramsden came

to town and changed everything. It was
meant to be just a home movie about an
aging leader trying to regain control of his
kingdom after a coup, but it ended up being
an oracle foreshadowing their own downfall.
Sixty years later, several fascinating 8mm
film reels emerge.

BIOGRAPHY

Philippe Laurent Dib is a director
of Franco-Lebanese origin who was
raised in Cairo. After completing

a UCLA film course he spent time
traveling and working in cinema
everywhere from London to Los
Angeles to Cairo. In 1996 he co-wrote and
directed his debut feature, Welcome Says
the Angel. In 2006 he wrote and directed
the documentary £/ Tanbura, which won
the Golden Turon in the Etnofilm Festival
and the jury prize in the Sawi documentary
festival in Cairo.
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LEBANESE ROCKET
SOCIETY

LEBANON, FRANCE

DIRECTORS: Joana Hadjithomas, Khalil
Joreige

PRODUCER: Georges Schoucair
PRODUCTION COMPANY: Abbout Productions
CONTACT: Georges Schoucair
georges@abboutproductions.com

SYNOPSIS

In Lebanon in the early '60s, a professor of
mathematics and his students at Haigazian
University designed and launched rockets
for the study and exploration of space.
Other researchers joined this space
program, which came under the control of
the army with the financial contribution of
the state. Despite its success, the project
came suddenly to an end in 1967 and
vanished from memory. This film relates
the story of this space adventure through
testimonies, archival films and documents.

BIOGRAPHY

Joana Hadjithomas and Khalil
Joreige work together as film
directors, visual artists and

video directors. Their films have
been selected and awarded by
prestigious film festivals and been
released worldwide. Their work has been
exhibited in a number of art galleries and
international museums. They are published
authors and have taught scriptwriting

and experimental cinema for 15 years in
Lebanon.
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TAHRIR 2011: THE
GOOD, THE BAD & THE
POLITICIAN

EGYPT

DIRECTORS: Ayten Amin, Tamer Ezzat,
Amr Salama

PRODUCER: Mohamed Hefzy
PRODUCTION COMPANY: The Film Clinic
CONTACT: Mohamed Hefzy
mohefzy@film-clinic.com

SYNOPSIS

For 30 years, Egyptians knew no leader
other than Hosni Mubarak, but on January
25, 2011, a one-day demonstration
sparked a full-out revolution aimed at
overthrowing the regime’s grip on power.
Three talented young directors reflect

on the uprising through the stories of a
handful of individuals - including everyday
heroes camped in Tahrir Square, security
officers assigned to crush the rebellion, and
Mubarak’s trusted allies - whose actions
would forever change their country.

BIOGRAPHY

Ayten Amin is a native Alexandrian
who studied film and film criticism
at AUC and the Cinema Writers
and Critics Association. She last
directed the short film Spring 89
in 2009. Tamer Ezzat directed

the documentaries Makan Esmo
El Watan (2006), The Place | Call
Home (2008) and the feature The
Ring Road (2010). Amr Salama
was born in Riyadh. He is a writer,
director, editor and actor. He
directed Zay E/ Naharda (2008).
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MOROCCO

DIRECTOR: Hicham Lasri
PRODUCER: Lamia Chraibi
PRODUCTION COMPANY: La Prod
CONTACT: Lamia Chraibi
prodlamia@gmail.com

SYNOPSIS

Rita, a cold and misanthropic economics
professor, learns that her younger - and
only - brother drowned on Beach 99. As
Rita waits for the ocean to wash up his
remains so he can be buried, she realizes
he has left some traces for her to track and
discover the reasons for his alleged suicide.
Her search leads her through the heart of
Morocco, to a sordid cabaret, a cinema and
a slum.

BIOGRAPHY

Hicham Lasri was born in
Casablanca. After legal studies,

he began a career as a writer. He
wrote his first feature film for Omar
Chraibi and then collaborated with
directors Taieb Louhichi, Lahcen
Zinoun, Rachid EI Quali and Nabil Ayouch.
He has won numerous prizes for his stories,
poetry and plays. His first short film was
Géometrie des remords (2002), and his first

feature The /ron Bone came in 2007.

sUlg) NARRATIVE



§§\‘! DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
7 ygkildl dda o gujUiso

sYlg) NARRATIVE

Ja2all

wall

JIg) @il (52U g sdoll

wldgb (ual ygaidodl

W Flodpudl un Al gl g Lyl 4 gl
gl yugSLL

wlegb b :JuailJ
nadine.toukan@gmail.com

rodaoll ge 644

Gygil19Iv alodelldyygbloll o) salg
Uyl ugin elinn (59 Juiiid au roll

w0 1ol goluo (U] 20y i rod LajuAl
300 (S rogy wila . dodluod! &gl JSLsI
e Joellywo @l J3Us)l ¢ guuis anl el

a r028)q clanll (58 [jdad] Vg .wigiw
6161009 g9l Lodug .dagyeoll duludll aglunll
uladgllany dududll agandl sJlwgsell ol laa
UlSoly Jg9 Giuhsdgalgo (59 Loguud)
S1alo rol ol dulony dursladl dugaudl 1Jleiul

[AC-V NI FUV.Y . EVE]

Uhe) siloduw gya0 . glgd gii sl
wgon JQUl unéllaodig.ylors (59
dJgawllaygo 59 oje (-9 «roSUo
-0y rodug swaylapo Lgio Gac
W00 oo Uleo auwdid jan adg
20 ygleiJu gyliguuudl alind «sglp
Jall sSloduul an) (e .yudlnio 2geo

U0 raca sde Joa $allg (-0) «ulgSuidy
Wil oo ¥ dypghill gyjuitodlggain
¢Jyliug . «cuouuy) (S JWA oo elag . Loduowudd
Penil)dige 1gen $)ino (59 M-A role Jig) gl

L1 pole (s6lodusud! giuygl iAo (58q (sSlodusu!

THE GUEST

JORDAN

DIRECTOR: Naji Abu Nowar
PRODUCER: Nadine Toukan
PRODUCTION COMPANIES: Fertile
Crescent Film, Shakoush Productions
CONTACT: Nadine Toukan
nadine.toukan@gmail.com

SYNOPSIS

Wadi Rum, the Ottoman Empire, 1917. The
Arab revolt spreads across the desert of
southern Jordan, but word has not yet
reached several peaceful nomadic tribes.
One day Nimir, the mischievous 10-year-
old son of a tribal sheikh, encounters an
Englishman in the desert and treats him to
the tribe’s extravagant hospitality. While
escorting the foreigner to the tribal border,
Nimir and his brother have a dangerous
encounter. Must Nimir uphold the Bedouin
tradition of protecting a guest above all?

BIOGRAPHY

Naji Abu Nowar is a Jordanian
filmmaker living in Amman. Death
of a Boxer (2009), his first short
film, played at international festivals
including Dubai and Palm Springs.
Naji won a place at the 2005 RAWI
Screenwriters Lab in association with the
Sundance Institute for his debut feature
screenplay, Shakoush (Hammer), which was
awarded development funds by the UK Film
Council, via Screen East.
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| AM NUJOOD, 10 YEARS
OLD AND DIVORCED

YEMEN

DIRECTOR: Khadija Al Salami
PRODUCERS: Benoit Jaubert, Dominique
Janne, Khadija Al Salami

PRODUCTION COMPANIES: Kaza Films,
Hopoe Films

CONTACT: Khadija Al Salami
kalsalam@yahoo.com

SYNOPSIS

Ten-year-old Nujood lives in a peaceful
Yemeni village until her father moves the
family to the capital. When their modest
resources run out, Nujood'’s father sells his
daughter’s hand in marriage. Repeatedly
raped by her 30-year-old husband

before she reaches puberty, Nujood finds
the courage to run away. Aided by an
activist lawyer, sympathetic judges and
the international press, she divorces her
husband and returns home. Adapted from
Nujood Ali’'s novel, the film is inspired by a
true story.

BIOGRAPHY

Khadija Al Salami is Yemen’s first
woman filmmaker. Forced into
marriage at age 11, she pursued

an education while working at the
local TV station. At 16, she earned a
scholarship to study filmmaking in
the United States. She has made more than
20 documentaries for French and Yemeni
TV and received awards at film festivals
worldwide. With her husband, she wrote The
Tears of Sheba, about growing up in Yemen.
She works at the Embassy of Yemen in Paris.
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METTOU

MAURITANIA, FRANCE

DIRECTOR: Abderrahmane Sissako
PRODUCERS: Denis Freyd, Abderrahmane
Sissako

PRODUCTION COMPANIES: Nomad’s Films,
Archipel 33

CONTACT: Henri Zytnicki
henri@archipel33.fr

SYNOPSIS

Mauritania, 2011. Mettou, a young Haratin
girl, is a freed slave. Her master, Sheikh,
took her as a concubine when she was

14. With no choice, Mettou accepted the
marriage despite being in love with 20-year-
old Mabrouk. When Sheikh dies, leaving
Mettou a widowed mother, she entrusts her
baby boy to her mother-in-law and leaves
for Nouakchott, hoping to find Mabrouk.
Mettou is a story of a new freedom and the
difficult quest for a childhood sweetheart.

BIOGRAPHY

Abderrahmane Sissako was born

in Kiffa, Mauritania, in 1961, and
raised in Mali. He attended VGIK

in Moscow on a study grant. His
graduation short, Le Jeu (1990), was
selected for the Cannes Directors’
Fortnight. Waiting for Happiness (2002)
won the FIPRESCI award for best film in

the Un Certain Regard at Cannes, and his
internationally acclaimed Bamako (2006)
won numerous awards. He was president of
the main jury at ADFF in 2008. Additional
films include October (1993), Rostov-Luanda
(1998) and Life on Earth (1998).
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NOTHING DOING IN
BAGHDAD

IRAQ, UNITED KINGDOM

DIRECTOR: Maysoon Pachachi
PRODUCER: Maysoon Pachachi
PRODUCTION COMPANY: Oxymoron Films
CONTACT: Maysoon Pachachi
maysoon.pachachi@gmail.com

SYNOPSIS

It is the autumn of 2006, a time of extreme
and unpredictable sectarian violence in Iraq.
Every mortar-filled night, there is a curfew;
every dawn it is lifted. In the morning no
one knows what to expect. Within this
rhythm people live their everyday lives.
Over a period of two days, from dawn to
dawn to dawn, the individual stories of a
group of Iraqis unfold, sometimes in parallel
and sometimes intersecting. Together, they

sUlg) NARRATIVE

describe a collective drama.

BIOGRAPHY

Maysoon Pachachi is a London-
based filmmaker of Iragi origin.

She worked as a drama and
documentary film editor for many
years before turning to directing
and producing for her own
production company, Oxymoron Films.
Most of her documentaries have been about
the Middle East, with several focusing on
the lives of women there. In 2004, with

her colleague Kasim Abid, she co-founded
Independent Film & Television College, a free
film training center in Baghdad.
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ORIGINES

ALGERIA

DIRECTOR: Malek Bensmail
PRODUCERS: Malek Bensmail, Hachemi
Zertal

PRODUCTION COMPANIES: Cirta Films,
Hikayat Films

CONTACT: Malek Bensmail
malek.bensmail@free.fr

SYNOPSIS

A well-known actor in Algeria meets a
Japanese woman who wants to adapt for
the stage the tale of an ulama’s journey to
Japan at the turn of the last century. While
in the Far East, this Muslim theologian
pondered the Arab-Muslim world’s
fascination with the West and the reasons
why its own modernization failed. One
century later, the two theater personalities
ask themselves these same questions as
they travel on the ulama’s trail from Algiers
to Cairo, Istanbul to Tokyo.

BIOGRAPHY

Malek Bensmail was born in
Constantine, Algeria, in 1966.

He devotes his time to making
challenging documentaries about
his country, in which he focuses
on themes such as belonging and
identity. He seeks to confront Algeria with its
“other side” by dealing with contemporary
societal issues like democracy, modernity,
language and society. His films include:
China Is Still Far (2009), Le Grand Jeu
(2005), Aliénations (2003), Algérie(s)
(2003), Plaisirs d'eau (2003) and Des
vacances malgré tout... (2001).
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POISONOUS ROSES

EGYPT

DIRECTOR: Fawzi Saleh

PRODUCER: Mahmoud Hemeda
PRODUCTION COMPANY: Albatrik Art
Production

CONTACT: Mahmoud Hemaida
albatrik@gmail.com

SYNOPSIS

Four stories, told out of chronological order
like Arabian Nights, complement each other
like a puzzle to reveal the circumstances
that lead Sakr Abdel-Wahed to commit
suicide. Starting from the story of a blind
woman, whom the corrupt police try to
force into working with them in drug
dealing, this multi-threaded narrative
contains several small stories that overlap
through the relationships between the
characters.

BIOGRAPHY

Fawzi Saleh is a screenwriter,
filmmaker and human rights activist.
He has a degree in screenwriting
from the Cairo Film Institute and a
degree in history from Suez Canal
University. He contributed to many
documentary films as a researcher and co-
wrote and worked as an assistant director

in film and TV. In 2006 he directed the
experimental short Mocha, and in 2010 made
his feature documentary debut, Living Skin.
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THE WALL

MOROCCO

DIRECTOR: Faouzi Bensaidi
PRODUCER: Souad Lamriki
PRODUCTION COMPANY: Agora Film
CONTACT: Souad Lamriki
souadlamriki@agorafilm.com

SYNOPSIS

The lives of several characters - their daily
miseries, utopias, dreams, loves betrayed -
scroll against a blank wall in an abandoned
neighborhood. As the film progresses, this
wall becomes an abstract painting where
desires, feelings and frustrations leave their
traces. Ten years ago, Faouzi Bensaidi shot
a short film called The Wall. Recent events
in the Arab world have brought new energy
to the idea, which has grown to include
more movements and new characters.

BIOGRAPHY

Faouzi Bensaidi worked as a
director and actor in theater before
making his first short film, The Cliff
(1997), which won 23 festival prizes.
INn 1999, he co-wrote the script for
André Téchiné’s Far. In 2000, he
directed two shorts: Cannes winner The
Wall and Venice winner Rain Line. His 2003
feature debut A Thousand Months won two
prizes at Cannes and was followed in 2006
by WWW - What a Wonderful World. His
feature Death for Sale received a SANAD
grant in 2010.
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IRAQI ODYSSEY

SWITZERLAND, IRAQ, GERMANY

DIRECTOR: Samir

PRODUCERS: Werner Schweizer, Herbert
Schwering

PRODUCTION COMPANY: Dschoint
Ventschr Filmproduktion AG

CONTACT: Joél Louis Jent
joel@dschointventschr.ch

SYNOPSIS

Car bombs. Sobbing veiled women. Dusty
and destroyed landscapes. These are the
images of present-day Iraqg in the West. But
memories of an Iraqi middle-class family of
the ’50s and ’60s would include readings of
modern poetry, movies with frivolous music,
women studying and men in elegant suits.
How is it possible that Irag, once so modern,
changed so dramatically? Samir tells the
story of his now-globalized Iragi middle-
class family, scattered in Auckland, Moscow,
New York and London.

BIOGRAPHY

Samir was born in Baghdad in

1955 and grew up in Switzerland.
He has made more than 40 films,
including The Train Station and Its
Angel (2010), Snow White (2005),
Forget Baghdad (2002), Die

Jagd nach dem Tod (1999), Die Metzger
(1996), Todliche Schwesterliebe (1996) and
Babylon 2 (1993). He is well known for his
innovative works of video and electronic
cinema. His films have received national and
international awards. He is currently working
on the feature Café Abu Nawas.
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MISS HISSA HILAL

SAUDI ARABIA, GERMANY

DIRECTOR: Stefanie Brockhaus
PRODUCER: Akram Douglas, Andy Wolff
PRODUCTION COMPANY: Millimeter
Productions

CONTACT: Stefanie Brockhaus
stefanie@brockhauswolff.com

SYNOPSIS

“| love my country,” says Hissa Hilal. “But

| am worried that people put their own
mental problems, their envy and bitterness,
into religious language in order to confuse
people.” This personal documentary follows
a 43-year-old housewife from Saudi Arabia
as she tests her boundaries in the daily
struggle for change. Veiled in a burga, she
gained international fame at Abu Dhabi’s
prestigious Million’s Poet contest with her
poems that are critical of terrorism and the
ideologies of fanatic Islamists.

BIOGRAPHY

Stefanie Brockhaus was born

in Munich. She graduated from

University of the Arts with a BA

in film and television in 2002.

After some years of professional
experience in the film industry and directing
short films, she is currently studying at the
University of Television and Film in Munich
(HFF). Her short films include On the Other
Side of Life (2010), The Child Within (2008)
and JAM (2002).

London College of Communications,
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MY LOVE AWAITS ME
BY THE SEA

JORDAN

DIRECTOR: Mais Darwazah

PRODUCER: Rula Nasser Al Rawashdeh
PRODUCTION COMPANY: The Imaginarium
House

CONTACT: Rula Nasser Al Rawashdeh
rula.nasser@gmail.com

SYNOPSIS

In his book Hasan Is Everywhere, Hasan
refused adulthood in order to avoid a

bitter reality. His work, which forms the
backbone of this film, inspired generations
of Palestinians who live with war and death
as an everyday norm. Mais Darwazah'’s
personal account of displacement takes her
on a near-impossible first-time journey back
to her homeland. Fairy tale and reality are
weaved together to ask, How do you return
to a place that only exists in your mind?

BIOGRAPHY

Mais Darwazah began her
independent film career by making
short experimental films, including /t
Wasn't a Question of Olives (2001),
The Human Puppet (2005), Still
Waiting (2007) and Aisha’s Journey
(2009). With a postgraduate scholarship
from the British Council, she completed a
master’s degree in documentary directing
at Edinburgh College of Art. Her graduation
film, Take Me Home (2008), was selected by
numerous international film festivals.

suiilig DOCUMENTARY
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NO DIRECTION HOME

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, PALESTINE,
JORDAN

DIRECTORS: Guy Brooks, John
Hollingsworth

PRODUCER: Rashid Al Marri

PRODUCTION COMPANY: Handheld Stories
CONTACT: Rashid Al Marri
stblender@gmail.com

SYNOPSIS

When the world changed on 9/11, Lafi’s
career dissipated, his marriage dissolved
and his adopted America left him feeling
estranged. Now, Lafi - who spent the first
13 years of his life growing up as a refugee
with his cousins in Jerusalem - is the leader
of an educational initiative for Palestinian
children. A successful photographer and
aspiring filmmaker, he imparts a lifetime
of experience to his new students while he
is forced to confront the reasons he never
returned to visit his homeland.

BIOGRAPHY

Rashid Al Marri (producer) worked
for many years for Dubai Media
Incorporated as a promotions
producer for some of the leading TV
channels in the Middle East. He has
produced and directed a number of
short films, including his latest documentary
Letters to Palestine, which premiered at the
Dubai International Film Festival in 2010.

His other films include Reduced (2010), The
Mandoobs (2008) and Then & Now (2007).
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THE PIRATES OF SALE

MOROCCO, UNITED KINGDOM

DIRECTORS: Rosa Rogers, Merieme Addou
PRODUCERS: Hilary Durman, Merieme
Addou

PRODUCTION COMPANY: Redbird
Productions

CONTACT: Hilary Durman
hilary@redbirdproductions.co.uk

SYNOPSIS

Cirque Shms sits on the edge of one of
Morocco’s poorest slums on the old pirate
coast. Hundreds of children and teenagers
come to try out each year, desperately
hoping to find a new future in the circus.
Only a handful succeed, and their schedule
is punishing as they embark on professional
training that could transform their lives. But
in a country without an established circus
tradition, can these dreams become reality?

suiilig DOCUMENTARY

BIOGRAPHY

Rosa Rogers was born in London
and has directed documentaries for
leading UK broadcasters, including
the BBC, that have shown all over
the world. Her award-winning films
include The Greatest Show on Earth,
Back to Bombay and Dragon People.
Merieme Addou has produced and directed
a number of programs for Moroccan
national television and worked with Rosa
Rogers on Casablanca Calling, her first
creative feature documentary.
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THE WANTED 18

PALESTINE, FRANCE, CANADA

DIRECTOR: Amer Shomaly
PRODUCER: Saed Andoni
PRODUCTION COMPANY: DAR Films
Production

CONTACT: Saed Andoni
saed@darfilms.ps

SYNOPSIS

The first Intifada, 1987. Palestinian leaders
urge communities to develop alternatives
to Israeli products. In response, a group of
Palestinian activists start a collective dairy
farm with 18 head of cattle. Once their
“Intifada milk” gains popularity, the Israeli
army orders the farm’s closure, declaring
the cows a threat to national security. The
activists persevere, hiding the cows in caves
and continuing to produce Palestinian milk.
This is the story of the most powerful army
in the Middle East chasing 18 cows.

BIOGRAPHY

Amer Shomaly is a director who
uses fine art, digital media and
technology as sociopolitical tools
for change. He studied at the

Van Art School in Canada and
completed an MFA in animation

at Bournemouth in the UK. A founder of
Zan Studios in Ramallah, Amer works as an
animator and illustrator of posters, children’s
books and multimedia productions. His work
has been exhibited in the Middle East and
Europe, and his short film Dying of the Light
screened around the world.
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WOMAN IN
MEDITERRANEAN SEA

LEBANON, FRANCE

DIRECTOR: Jocelyne Saab
PRODUCER: Jocelyne Saab
PRODUCTION COMPANY: Collection
d’Artistes Liban

CONTACT: Jocelyne Saab
jsaab@hotmail.com

SYNOPSIS

In several cities in the Mediterranean region,
male “oriental dancers” have stolen the
spotlight from the women, the former
gueens of this style of dance. Now, women
are asking themselves how to take back
their bodies. This documentary starts from
the men’s point of view on dance, examining
the political, social, ethical, aesthetic and
linguistic body to pinpoint where it exists
between the sacred and the profane.

BIOGRAPHY

Jocelyne Saab was born in Lebanon
in 1948. The civil war there threw
her onto the front line as a war
reporter. In 1982, her coverage of
the Israeli invasion of Lebanon won
her many prizes for Beirut My City.
INn 1985, Suspended Life, her first feature
film, shot in Beirut during the civil war, was
selected by Cannes, and her feature film
Dunia - Kiss Me Not on the Eyes (2004) was
selected for competition at Sundance.

suiilig DOCUMENTARY



3 DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
7 Jghaidl da o g4jlito

20009 disoswl

Luud g9 . glad . g3ljaJl

Ualie gy :dnpaoll

Uy (JURL - s S ¥.N |

I Sagy JUo) g LYl aS i
Y o Jladdd
n.hassan@itarproductions.com

rodusll ge 6a4i

o 1aalg kA dirounl 3l jadl sdlgydl aoy
9 .Jledl (5@ duuud el delb ulisdl jgubl
8lol uuud Aas :@616a 1 cadiiuS 1 olall
ol S5l jadl piuadl (56 Gubw 3200 ga JJ
Jod g ga rodyoll i .Jgauwdgo 1000
o eliyl Sl dl @0 ddore Joolely (uSj0
o] suudpoll jlooiul eay oo IAK: olell
w0 Ul e &nsd Lgly waldlcisgll sl Vgog
LpliS jpl anl Joiibgln J1A

swilig DOCUMENTARY

dajaoll ye 6a4i

1909 (59 Jiljall 59 walg. alee gy
dulgy oWl gla] jue llor ciay adg
cinjal.6ae flga) i g )l duns
e (5l (520 (U dusilig olsl ac
aila s Jooi i LoS .daunlodl Lole
a5yl e3Aodl 20 duilodu uogn)
e W Jooi . s9liegigell panil gwjlolg
gy ol Jgll gl sdlgdl Lo dus
«ealiSadh (19A1) « sJgl ey olsl yu yog
o () «cay g ANV) <l Juo sduar (199P)
JAalar (1) «Sgpnai yl liSod gua (suiod
«cluog oo e (1) «Ldalg ylao elo
(199A) «JaiViggyy o)

YASMINA AND
MOHAMMED

ALGERIA, LEBANON, FRANCE

DIRECTOR: Régine Abadia

PRODUCER: Nizar Hassan

PRODUCTION COMPANY: ITAR Productions
CONTACT: Nizar Hassan
n.hassan@itarproductions.com

SYNOPSIS

Algerian novelist Yasmina Khadra is one

of the most renowned French-language
authors in the world. In 2000, the truth was
revealed: Khadra is not a woman, but the
pen name of Mohammed Moulessehoul, a
commanding officer in the Algerian army.
This documentary is a portrait of a complex
man whose novels reflect his paradoxical
country from the beginning of French
colonization in 1830 to the present, telling
the country’s story through the life and
poetry of one its most distinguished writers.

BIOGRAPHY

Régine Abadia was born in Algeria
in 1959. She has won several awards
for her short fiction films and has
directed many documentaries
over the last 12 years. She is also

a photographer and a scriptwriter
with director Jan Kounen. Her first feature,
A Strange Attraction, is currently in
production. Her films includes Jenny Bel Air
(2007), La Téte a I'envers (2005), The Spirit
of Gospel (1998), The Creatures (1993) and
Premier Outrage (1986), among others.
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SANAD MENTORS

During the SANADLab, our mentors work
intensively with SANAD grantees in one-
on-one sessions, guiding the filmmakers
through the process of refining scripts and
treatments, the conceptual aspects of their
projects, and the practicalities of getting
their films ready for production.

ISABELLE FAUVEL launched
Initiative Film in 1993. Based in Paris,
the consultancy agency provides
assistance with all film development
issues. Earlier, Fauvel worked for
Flach Film, where she co-produced
Jean-Claude Lauzon’s Léolo, Dai Si Jie’s China,
My Sorrow and Nouri Bouzid’'s Bezness. She
has contributed to Medea, Aristote, MFD, IFIC,
Mediterranean Film Crossing Borders and

MFI in Greece. She has also launched training
programs and given master classes all around
the world. Fauvel is the author of Developing a
Film Project and 180 Scriptwriter CVs.

LICIA EMINENTI is a director and
scriptwriter. She has been in charge of
international sales for Gemini Films, a
reader for Arte France Cinema and a
project manager for Eurimages. Since
2008 she has served as a creative
script advisor for development platforms
including the Sarajevo Film Festival and Script
East in Poland. She has been involved in the
development of around 30 scripts. Her short
films include /ntimisto (2001), La Petite Fille
(2003) and Fraternitas (2007). Her feature
script Via castellana bandiera is in production
with director Emma Dante.

) HALA ALABDALLA was born in Hama,
Syria. She graduated fromm Damascus

University with a degree in agricultural
engineering and went on to study
cinema at the University of Paris VIII.
She began her career as an assistant
director for Osama Mohammed (Stars in Broad
Daylight, 1988) and Mohammad Malas (A/-

Lail, 1992). Her films include Hey! Don't Forget
the Cumin (2008), | Am the One Who Brings
Flowers to Her Grave (2006) and On the Sand,
Under the Sun (co-director, 1998).
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